Jerry Horace Smith

July 2, 1938 - March 23, 2019

Jerry Horace Smith, age 80, of Schererville, Indiana went to Heaven on
Saturday evening, March 23, 2019. He is survived by his wife of 54 years,
Doris Smith; his children: Mike Smith, and Dianne (Chip) Dowdey; his
grandsons: Chad Dowdey and Ben Dowdey; and his brother, Larry (Bonnie)
Smith. He was preceded in death by his parents, Lewis & Evelyn Smith;
brothers: Dick Smith and Gale Smith.

Jerry grew up in the Elmira, New York area where a visitor came knocking on
doors and invited Jerry and his three brothers to go to an independent,
fundamental Baptist church. At 11 years of age, he accepted Jesus Christ as
Saviour during Vacation Bible School at that church. He and his brothers all
went to a Christian college as a result of that person who went door knocking
that day and they have all been faithful Christians their entire lives.

Upon graduation from college, Jerry was employed by a large public school
system in Michigan. He was a teacher for a few years before becoming a
principal. As the Christian school movement began to grow, Jerry’s pastor
asked him to start a Christian school for his church.

Because Jerry and Doris wanted to serve in a church where they could learn
to be better soul winners, they visited the First Baptist Church of Hammond,
Indiana, and interviewed for a possible position. In 1976, Jerry was asked to



come to Hyles-Anderson College to train teachers. For 32 years he taught
future teachers and school administrators who were training at Hyles-
Anderson College. As Chairman of the Department of Education, he taught a
full-time load of classes at the college in addition to spending many hours a
week observing and supervising student teachers at Hammond Baptist
Schools. Along with these duties, he also played the organ for college chapel.

Jerry also had many opportunities of service at the First Baptist Church of
Hammond. He was faithful to teach his Sunday school class of second grade
boys for many years. Students whose parents were faithful members of the
church as well as bus kids from the surrounding area were all visited by Jerry
regularly. One particular year he worked hard to corral a class of very unruly
boys, and then did his best to see growth in the number of boys reached. One
week he made calls, visited in the homes and sent out 40 handwritten
postcards, only to find that his attendance went down the very next Sunday.
Jerry took comfort and received satisfaction on that Sunday though when one
little boy came to Sunday school with his card clutched firmly against him. It
was obvious that he had read and reread it as he carried it wherever he went.

In addition to his Sunday school work, he played the organ for Preacher’s
Sunday school class every Sunday morning before going to his own
department to teach. He had other opportunities to serve the Lord musically
by singing in the adult choir and in several singing groups. Being faithful to
these duties was of prime importance.

Jerry was the type of person who showed obvious pleasure in the smallest
things. His sister-in-law in Texas once said about him, “Jerry would have fun if
you took him to the city dump!”

The word “faithful” exemplified Jerry Smith in all area of his life. Whether at
home, school, or church, he had one goal: pleasing the Lord!



A visitation will be held on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 from 3:00 - 5:30 p.m.
at Memory Lane Funeral Home, 6305 W. Lincoln Highway (US 30), Crown
Point, Indiana. The funeral service will be at the funeral home on Thursday,
March 28, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. with a one-hour visitation prior to the start of the
service. Burial will immediately follow the service at Memory Lane Memorial
Park. You may contact the funeral home for further information (219) 322-
2050. www.memorylanepark.com



Cemetery Details

Memory Lane Memorial Park

6305 W. Lincoln Highway (US 30)
Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 322-2050
info.memorylanepark@gmail.com
https://memorylanepark.com/

Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 27. 3:00 PM - 5:30 PM (CT)

Memory Lane Funeral Home
6305 W. Lincoln Highway

Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 322-2050
info.memorylanepark@gmail.com
https://memorylanepark.com/

Visitation

MAR 28. 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (CT)

Memory Lane Funeral Home
6305 W. Lincoln Highway

Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 322-2050
info.memorylanepark@gmail.com
https://memorylanepark.com/
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Service

MAR 28. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Memory Lane Funeral Home
6305 W. Lincoln Highway

Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 322-2050
info.memorylanepark@gmail.com
https://memorylanepark.com/

Burial

MAR 28. 11:00 AM (CT)

Memory Lane Memorial Park
6305 W. Lincoln Highway (US 30)
Crown Point, IN 46307

(219) 322-2050
info.memorylanepark@gmail.com
https://memorylanepark.com/
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Tribute Wall

Memory Lane Memorial Park & Funeral Chapel created a Tribute
Video in memory of Jerry Horace Smith

Memory Lane Memorial Park & Funeral Home - March 28, 2019 at 01:02 PM

% As a college student, working nights and trying to take classes, he
f\\\&\ helped me through a difficult summer and made sure | was able to

pass a class | was having trouble with. He really cared about what |
was going through. | will always be grateful for that.

Cherlyn Lukenoff - March 29, 2019 at 12:31 AM

Brother Jerry Smith and his wife Doris are 2 of the best people
we’ve ever known! They have been a blessing to so many by their

Christlike examples! Our prayers are with Doris and the family at
this time.

the Ranft Family - March 27, 2019 at 03:33 PM
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Weirichs and Corey purchased the Strength & So
lace Spray for the family of Jerry Horace Smith.

Weirichs and Corey - March 27, 2019 at 10:51 AM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of Jerry Horace Smith.

March 27, 2019 at 05:34 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Jerry Horace Smith.

March 26, 2019 at 11:29 PM

We appreciate your love for the Lord and your faithfulness in the
midst of trying circumstances. Charles and Kim Gottshall

Charles N Kim Gottshall - March 26, 2019 at 08:59 PM

Valerie (Anderson) Hammond spoke very highly of Bro. Smith. He
was a great leader in education for teachers. Judith Anderson

Judith Anderson - March 26, 2019 at 03:22 PM
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Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Jerry Horace Smith.

March 26, 2019 at 02:32 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Jerry Horace Smith.

March 26, 2019 at 11:52 AM

Our prayers are with your family. | remember Jerry and Doris being
with Betty Smith and family when she was promoted to glory. It was
a precious time together. Heaven will be sweet. May God wrap you
in His arms of love as you wait that glad reunion day. Absent from
the body, present with the Lord.

Pastor and Mrs. Milton Jones

Pamela Jones - March 26, 2019 at 08:36 AM
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